
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Conservative Power Shifting –  Presentation and discussion of a new 
study on the impact of conservative integration policies on the daily 
lives of refugees, using Berlin as a case study 
 
           Berlin, 19, May 2026 
 
The day-to-day experiences of individuals and institutions provide important insights into 
the settlement practices for refugees. Using Berlin as a case study, the field research 
conducted by sociologist Dr. Sahar Sadeghi—currently a visiting scholar at the Berlin 
Institute for Empirical Migration and Integration Research (BIM)—shows how current 
federal policy developments play out at the local level.  
As part of her field research over the past two years, Sadeghi has conducted more than 
50 interviews with people involved in integration work on the ground. In her study, she 
explores the impact of increasingly restrictive integration policies on everyday urban life. 
Those interviewed include staff members of civil society organizations and NGOs, social 
workers, professionals in the fields of health and mental health, volunteers, as well as 
refugees themselves. 
 
On Wednesday, May 27, Sadeghi will present the initial findings of her field research in 
Berlin. She will be joined in a discussion by Christoph Braun (AWO), Dr. Olaf Kleist 
(DeZIM), and Prof. Dr. Pauline Endres de Oliveira (BIM), moderated by Prof. Dr. Naika 
Foroutan, followed by a Q&A session. Dr. Sahar Sadeghi’s presentation will be in English. 
Questions from the audience may also be asked in German. 
 
Title: From „Wir schaffen das“ to „Es geht nicht': Conservative Power Shifting 
and its Consequences on Local-Level Integration Practices 
Date: Wednesday, 27, May 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Venue: Institut für europäische Ethnologie, Anton-Wilhelm-Amo-Str. 40/41, Raum 408, 10117 Berlin 
By registration untill 25, May to: bimevent@hu-berlin.de 
 
More informations:  
https://www.bim.hu-berlin.de/de/aktuelles/termine/conservative-power-shifting-and-its-consequences-on-
local-level-integration-practices-2026 
 
see also: https://migrationresearch.com/experts/sahar-sadeghi/4414 
 
Contact: Wolf Farkas, wolf.farkas@hu-berlin.de  
 


